Blackwater And Hawley Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2020
Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S] 2015/234)

Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (SI 2020/404)

Nates
1. The audit of accounts for Blackwater And Hawley Town Council for the This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3
year ended 31 March 2020 has been completed and the accounts have of the AGAR must be published
. by 30 November. This must
been published. include publication on the
smaller authority’s website,
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
MNotice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.
2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Blackwater And
Hawley Town Council on application to:
Lamred s Y
(a) j © S‘HA{JJ - lo kD C'(__TCQ'\'( {a) Insert the name, position and
tHe @i\AC\Z\UQW @M L (26 laddress of the person to whom
= - - — I t electors should
13-l boudob oAD, BirACte WOATRL sbply 10 inspect the AGAR.
COlF QAA
(b) Aooarm — b OO Dy M&*—{ - (:\’\\C:bv( (b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised
3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of E%A {c) for each | () Insert 2 reasonable sum for
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return. copying custs
Announcement made by: (d) \jC) %F&Aw oWy C_\,—-SQK( (d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice
) P
Date of anncuncement: (e) A / { ; / S &@ (e) Insert the date of placing of the
natice




Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2019/20

We acknowledge as the members of.

our responsibility for ensuring ihat there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, 10 the best of our knowledgs and belief, with
respact to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2020, that

means that this aisthorily:
prepared its accourting statemests i rdance
§ with fhe Accourts and Audit Reguilations.

4. We have it in Ece an‘ar@e for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the gecounting statements.

2. We maintained an adequats system of intermal control
including measures designad to pravent and detect fraud
and corrupfion and reviewed its effectiveress.

made proper arangements and accepted responsibility
for safequarding the public money and resowrces in
iis charge.

has only done what it has ihe lsgaf power to e and has

3. We took all teasonable steps to assure cursslves
complied with Proper Praciices in doing so.

that there ars no matlers of actual or potential
non-compliancs with laws, reguiations and Proper
Praciices that could have a significant financlal efect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its

business or manage ifs finances.

4. \We provided proper opporfunity during the year for
he exerciss of electors’ rights in accordance with the
requirernents of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carrisd out an asssssment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage fose
risks, including fhe introduction of Internal controls andfor

. external instirance cover whare reguired.

8. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
affective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and sontrol systems.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters rised
in reports from imternal and external audit.

8, We considerad whether any litigation, lizbifiies or
commitments, avenis or ransactiens, occuning either
during or after the yearend, have a financial impact on
fhis aighorily and, whare appropriste, have inciuded them £
In the accounting statsments.

9. (For local councils enly) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sale managing
trustee we discharged our accounizbiiily
responsibilities for the fund{syassets, Including
financiat repesting and, ¥ required, independent
examination or audit.

I during the year gave all persans interested the opperiunity to
nspect and ask questions about this authorily’s accouats.

i considersd aid documenied the financial and other risks it
faces and deglf with them properly.

arranged for & competent person, independerni of the financial
ecntrofs and procedurss, fo ghve an obfactive visw on whether
internal controls mest the nesds of this smaller authoriy.

responded fo matters brought fo fts atfertion by internal and
external audit

| disclosed everything i should have about its business actiity
during the year intluding events taking piace after the year
end if rievant.

has met all of its responsibilities whers, as a body
B corporafe, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts.

i

*Please provide explanations to the sxdernal audior on 2 separate sheet for ezch *No’ response and describe how the
authorily will address the weaknessss identifed. These sheels must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeling where
approval was giver:

This Annual Governanes Statement was approvec at 2

and recorded as minute reference:

Other information required by the Transparency Codes (not part of Annuat Governance Statement)
Aathority web address

o svattand
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Section 2 — Accounhng Statements 2019/20 for

1. Balances brought
forward

Dfea & round a]: ?Tgw es fo rearest £1, Do ot leave any
i S biank dﬂd mocn‘ “O or Ml balgnces. All figures st

Totel ba!ances and reserves atthe begrnmng of the year
as recordad in the financial records. Yalue must agres v
Box 7 of previous year.

2. {+} Precapt or Rates and
Levies

i Totaf amount of procept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
recefved or recaivable in the year. Exclude any grants
recefved.

3. (+) Totai other receipis

: = Total income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook fess
the pracept or ratesflevies received (ine 2). Include any
‘I grants recefved.

4, (-} Staff costs

i Total expenditure or payments made fo and on behalf
1 of alf emplovess, Include gross salaties and wages,
employers NI contributions, empioyers pension

1 confributions, gratuities and severarice payments.

5. {-) Loan Interesticapital
repaymants

i Total expenditure or payments of capital and interast
)i made during the year on the authority’s borrowings {if any).

6. {-)All other payments

5y Totaf expendifure or payments as recorded in the cash-
4y book less staff costs (line 4) and loan Interest/capital
-3 repaymants {line 5).

7. (=) Balancas carried
forwarg

- Tetal balances and reserves af the end of the year. Must

5,680] aqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

3. Total value of cash and
short tarm investments

il The sum of alf current and deposit bank accournts, cash
1 holdings and short term invesirnents held as af 31 March —
‘| To agree with bank recorciliation,

9. Tokal fixed assets plus
long term invesiments
and assats

T -1 The value of ail the property the authorfty owns — it is made
LD} up of ail #is fixed assets and long ferm investments as at
. 1 37 March.

40. Totet borrowings

1 The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all foans
4 from third parties {including PWLB}.

14. (For Local Goungils Cnly) Disclosure noie
re Trust funds {including charitable)

The Councll, as a body corpurale, acis as sole frusiee for
and is responsible for managing Trust funds or asseis.

-1 M.B. The figures in the accounting stafements above do
not includs any Trust fransaciions.

| certify thet for the year ended 371 March 2020 the Accourting
Statements in this Annuat Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on efther 2 receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance In
Govemance and Accountabiliy for Smaller Authorities —a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Praciices and present fairty
the financial position of this authoriy.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
prgsented 1o the aythority Tor appr g[ _

1 confirm that these Agcounting Slatements were
ap;aroveci by this authority on ihs date
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2018/20
In respect of . Blackwater And Hawley Town Council — HA0028

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that iis financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accardance with Proper Practices which:

e summarises the accounting records for the year endad 31 March 202C; and

« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAQ) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2019/20

Except for the matters reported belaw, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemnance and Accountability Retum (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Praclices and no other matters have come o our
attantion giving cause for concern that relevant legistation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The smaller zutharity has disclosed that it made proper provision during the year 2019/20 for the exercise of public rights, by answering “Yes’
to Section 1, Assertion 4. However, as was reportad last year, we are aware that it failed to do thisand therefore should have answered ‘No’
o this assertion. It has alsa disclosed that it took appropriate action on all matters raised in reperts from internal and external audit, by
answering ‘Yes' ta Section 1, Assertion 7, which, on the basis of the above, is not correct.

Other matiers not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor cerificate 2019/20

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2020.

External Auditor Name:

External Auditer Signature

Guiance o

A2
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